
What I Want for Christmas ς  
The hottest electronics for CPAs  
         to put to work for 2010 



Todayôs Speakers 

ÅGreg LaFollette, CPA.CITP, Host and Moderator 

ÅBrian Tankersley, CPA.CITP  Consultant, Speaker, Author 

 



Housekeeping 

ÅTodayôs webcast will last approximately one hour 

ÅThere is no CPE offered for this webcast 

ÅYou may ask questions at any time. Weôll answer 

as many of them as we can. 

ÅThere will be periodic ñpolling questionsò which we 

hope youôll answer. 

ÅAll participants in todays live event will receive a 

free one-year membership in the Sage 

Accountants Network 

ÅNear the end of the webcast weôll have a drawing 

for a special give-away. 



Special give-away from  

DS-90U Smart 9ò LCD Monitor 

ÅSupports Multi Monitor Mode 

ÅPerfect for Laptops and Desktops 

ÅLightweight and Portable 

ÅLandscape and Portrait viewing 

ÅUSB for Power and Video (no video 

card required) 

ÅPC and MAC Compatible 

ÅSupports a variety of Applications 

 

 

http://www.doublesight.com/


Brian Tankersley, CPA.CITP 

ÅCPA, CITP with over 17 years of Accounting and Technology 

business experience, including public accounting, consulting, 

and education. 

ÅAssociate, K2 Enterprises, LLC, (2005-Present) 

ÅSr. Faculty, Becker CPA Review (1997-Present) 

ÅSelected for 2007 and 2008 ñ40 Under 40ò by The CPA Technology 

Advisor. 

ÅHave written numerous articles for industry publications, including 

The Progressive Accountant, The CPA Technology Advisor, 

AccountingWeb.com  and othermagazines. 

ÅCPA Tech Blog (CPATechBlog.com) recommended by 

publications such as The Journal of Accountancy, and frequently 

listed as one of the most visited accounting blogs on the web. 

ÅDirect consulting experience with and for numerous organizations 

such as software vendors and CPA Firms. 

Åbrian@bftcpa.com  // bftcpa.com  // +1 (865) 684-4707 

BFTCPA  
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Overview of Todayôs Webcast 

ÅeReaders 

ÅPocket Computers 

ÅInductive Chargers 

ÅScanners & CMS 

Applications 

ÅVideoconferencing 

ÅWireless N Devices 

ÅIronKey Flash Drive 

ÅMobile Hotspots 

Åand lots more é.. 

 

 



ELECTRONIC READERS 
The hottest selling Christmas present for 2008 looks to be even 

hotter for 2009 and beyond. 



Amazon Kindle Paves the Way 

ÅKindle 2 

ï1/3 of an inch thick 

ïLonger battery life 

ïStore 1500 books 

ïBrighter high resolution 16 

grayscale display 

ï$259 

ÅKindle DX 

ï8.5 x 11ò 9.7ò diagonal screen 

ïUp to 3500 books 

ïBuilt-in PDF Reader 

ï$489 



University Texts Go Kindle 
Reference Manuals and Tax Code Next? 

ÅPrinceton, Yale, Oxford and UC Berkeley ï 

creating textbooks for the Kindle 

ÅUSA Today, Wall Street Journal, and many more 

newspapers available 

ÅTime, U.S. News, Forbes and more magazines 

ÅNY Times offering  

ÅJeff Bezos interview on December 6, 2009: 

ñFor every 100 copies of a physical book we sell, where we have 

the Kindle edition, we will sell 48 copies of the Kindle edition. It 

wonôt be too long before weôre selling more electronic books than 

we are physical books. Itôs astonishing.ò 



Real Time Information 

ÅKindle uses Whispernet over the Sprint EVDO or 

AT&T UMTS backbone to deliver books and 

subscriptions at no additional charge. 

ÅCoordination with iPhone, Blackberry, PC and 

other formats of Kindle  

 

ÅOthers are out, such as 

 the Sony e-Reader, Barnes &  

Noble Nook and the jetBook  

for around $300. 

ÅMany additional  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kindle


Can the Newspaper be Saved? 

ÅThe Hearst Corporation has announced a new 

service called Skiff to distribute content and 

reportedly will have its own e-reader in 2010. 



Can the Newspaper be Saved? 

   



Not As Unlikely As You Think 

ÅWith recent breakthroughs in 

flexible displays, you may be 

reading your paper on your way 

into work ï on your shirtsleeve. 



Exercise Motivators é.. 

Åwww.FitBit.com -- $100 

ÅiPod Nano / Nike 

 

http://www.fitbit.com/


Pocket Computers (aka Cell Phones) 

ÅSmartphones are filling the gap 

between traditional ñfeature phonesò 

(e.g. dumb phones) and netbooks 

ÅiPhone has over 100,000 

applications. 

ÅMost smart phone makers trying to 

emulate its success. 



iPhone/iPod Touch 

ÅiPhone 3GS is now available 

from AT&T. 

ÅMost iPhone apps will run on 

iPod Touch over Wi-Fi 

Å2nd Gen/3rd Gen iPod Touch 

devices will run Skype over 

Wi-Fi. 



bMobile ï MAS from a Browser 

ÅAccess MAS90 / MAS200 data from any browser, 

including: 

ïiPhone 

ïMacOS 

ïBlackberry 

   (and more.) 

ÅBuilt on Providex 

    (same as MAS) 

ÅNo software to install. 

 



CompanionLink iPhone Sync for Act! 

ÅContacts : syncs with the native iPhone address book  

ÅActivities - calendar, meetings, phone calls: syncs with a 

proprietary Calendar application  

ÅActivities linked to contacts  

ÅNotes and histories  

ÅTo-do items: syncs with a proprietary Tasks application  

ÅUser-defined fields  

ÅAlarms and reminders  

ÅAttachment names  

ÅSecondary contacts  

ÅOpportunities  

 



FREE - Billing Boss Service by Sage 



www.BillingBoss.com 

ÅFree online invoicing tool designed for small 

businesses and freelancers to create, send and 

track the status of invoices.  



Sprint Palm Pre 

Å Palm® webOSÊ  

Å 3G EVDO Rev A  

Å Touch screen & QWERTY keyboard 

Å Microsoft Outlook  / Direct Push 

Å POP3/IMAP (Yahoo, Gmail, AOL, etc) 

Å Integrated IM, SMS, and MMS  

Å Built-in GPS  

Å 3 megapixel camera with flash 

Å Accelerometer / gyroscope  

Å Integrated contacts 

Å Removable battery 

Å App store  

Å Seamless iTunes synchronization 

Å Supports MP3, AAC, AAC+, WAV, 

MPEG-4, H.264, GIF, JPEG, PNG, BMP 

Å Wi-Fi 802.11b/g with WPA, WPA2 

Å Bluetooth® 2.1 + EDR  

Å Stereo Bluetooth support  

Å Memory 8GB 

Å USB mass storage support  

Å Phone as laptop modem with 

Bluetooth tethering  

Å Palm Touchstone charging dock 

Å Dimensions: 

Å Width: 2.3 inches 

Å Height: 3.9 inches 

Å Thickness: 0.67 inches 

Å Weight 4.76 ounces 

Å Price: $149 with contract 

Bold ï Improvements on iPhone 



15) Sprint Palm Pre 



Cell Phone Update 

ÅiPhone II expands outside 

the U.S. 

ÅPalm releases its new 

WebOS  for the Palm on 

the Pre ï expected to be 

a strong competitor to 

iPhone and gPhone. 

ÅAndroid beginning to 

make its way into the 

stream, but slower than 

most would have hoped. 



Digital Pens 

ÅWrite and transfer to PC (Camera in end of pen locates 

pen using dots on special paper) 

ÅRecord meeting on pen and link notes to a Flash 

recording of meeting and notes called a ñPencastò 

ÅSpecialized applications 

Ålivescribe Pulse Smart pen 

Åwww.livescribe.com  $200, paper $8 a pad 

http://www.livescribe.com/


Inductive Charging 

Charge Devices 

with Few or  

No Wires 


